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_ ABSTRACT “ 

8 The book presents the Makah siuhaber: decided upon in 
a public workshop held by the Makah Language Program in 1978, ‘before 
which there was no standard: Makah orthography. The 10 vowels /and ae 
consonants of the alphabet are presented in relation to English , 
sounds. The book groups vowels sounds ‘together but devotes a page ‘to 

....@achconsonant telling how to produce the sound and giving.a series 

. Of words containing the sound and the English equivalent of the i 
words. Each page ‘is illustrated with bold black, white, and red’ 
peevenas The book contains an English-Makah vocabulary of 165 words... 
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-» ‘FOREWORD 


The alphabet presented in this book was decided ‘on ‘in-a ts 


public workshop held by. ‘the Makah Language Peggran in the summer. a 


Pee 


od 


' of: 1978: Until. that a there was. no standard orthography for 


—— 
Makah. It is the hope of the Language Program that this system 


a 


will be accepted as the most. accurate atid efficient syaten to... 


"use in writing Makah sai, will therefore be accepted’ as ee 


a 


standard writing system. 
Writing systems similar to this one are used aoe most’ ‘of 


the northwestern languages, including the other languages of . 


the Nootkan family, Nitinaht: and Nootka. = _ TS De On oe 


wes 


Pe Sa 


“the people of the program would like to acknowledge the EPA 


many elders of the Makah tribe who were the source of. this 

" knowled e. We soatd also Lake ‘to recognize ‘Dr. William H. 

; Jacobse ees who -has taken ae .path. of researching Makah before: 
us and is now helping— us along the ey He was. the ‘first to | : 


use. this acphabes for Makah and. many of the words’ in Sa beok 


seeue from his a Finally we ‘thank the National Endowment * 


_* 


for the Humanities which has been our nate source of ie 
“a . ! : ¢ =e 4 : 
: | i 
support. .. iF 
Auguet; ae 
‘wildred Tae 


> 2 . “Arlington Flinn 
Par - 7 “a 7 “paith MeCarty - 


4 # . ©; _ | Sheela clean’ 
7 - he BR, Bey 
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. | a Z 
co “y a 2 6 See ye 
rr a, sounds like the u in bus, | I ia, ef 
oo ee -baras (house) ‘Capac (eanae) . a: he ee 


3 “bo-ek” ad 4ly), K% - is. G itd enon) - i es 
@ “sounds Mike. the e In set; left. i a) ne 
ety celderberrs), #7 ‘ee teepioy ) ? 
e+ sounds hike the 6 fn ant. /. i a 4 Jat eke 
> Sapee?i heart), “rathee? 71 (wood). a eae 


yA sounds tke the L in bit, site) de oe 
| | Cibicibi (mouse, rat), a71Sa ¢smoke). » oe ‘y 
i- $0 s Ike the ee in pee, feet. By at ee 
. “yarn (doo), wi-gsi wind) : - cores. a 
0 suns like the in’ ‘sore. a oa cane 
* dat?ot (seeing), bakowas (store) i. 


| 9- sounds like the 0, only it Is held. onger: a 
oe WS0-1 (shawl) / qusd-tt (stomach) eS 
pi At - ‘sounds like the oo In hook, took, 
Geel  tupkuk. (black) uct p bird)’ 
ur sounds ike the 99 in loon, moor 
[| curceurc (scratching), Eibued chal ibut hook) 
The ‘English solace tees above are not exactly a 
7 equivalent to the Makoh sounds. This listing ts mearit only to l es 
- give you a rough idea of hot the Makah vowels are like. 7 | - | 
Remember that the dot (-) after a vowel: means: basically ~ a 
that! ely vowel is held for 4 ae ‘tine. Eos. «a8 


. » t 
be eee, _ 


oe ae 


: a an ; : 
3 r?) 7 ; al 
c & ; ‘ 


rt , 
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= ors : 


| ve 
aS “Haka ALPHABET ae es ee 


“Were Gre’ the. letters of the Hakah sa Read them. ee 


ia ro,“ ‘hot by column, | 


ag 
& 


; \e°e Ur = At 


ys 


- Wotes— ~ gel Bee poe Po rae: ee ra er 
A dot () after, a anes shows that the vowel is long. ae a 


7) glottal mark; (’) above a consonont indicates that. the 


consonant 1s glottalized, that {s, pronounced with a glottal pop. 


A raised we (2. indicates-that the consonant is pros ecg? 


with ‘rounded ‘lips. Snag | we & 


Emphasis in Makah falls on the. first syltable unless the 


, vowel in that syllable 1s. short=then the onel falis 0 on me 


— the second syllable. °. - oe es 


7 jany consonant. which can be: 


rounded wien ‘follows < . u or a 


q - 
q Us is rourided, ‘although it As not spelled that way. For. exanple- | 
2 ‘oul is ‘actually Pronounced ‘tuktuk" adi but is spelled ee 


‘<) 
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‘tuktukadl* eo. 20 a Se Oe 
ae ae oe : . 7 : “ie fay va a _ he e fa 


be 


oF 


o# 


2 represents a slottat stop. It is the novement in the throat 


eS - 
used by English speakers when ‘they say uh-uh’, indicating “no. You 


can practice this s/ movement by saying, the vowel sound: “ahr ond ete - 


the sound stop and start, 
" moving only ei throat. 


tyes 


Here’ are some Makah words begining’ wth 2 2 oo 
cae rakwati- d : (eagle) 


“Chiding) ~ 


a . iki (son) m 
© 2 agha- ha “| (chicken) es *2opta . 


Gass * 


prin ey — t 


The symbol ‘p. eprepents the same. ‘sount’ In both Makah cnd | Ens ish. 
/ it As the b of F bal at, ondbeer Ae 


oe: . ; ’ 
e \ . We; 


‘ 4 : ean as 
: rs . : Nets 
: ; . F 6 * 
: ; - f we ee = es i cf a 
Wie a ' : ? ot on , 5 os . : F . : . 
7 : f P ' ae eS. Earle es oe Be ; 


ne 


| bika~ rain 
Ce ee ee ee 


nae . 3 a ae cae ' ee 
f a oe : é : ‘ j ge : ' 
F Fie 


ere are some e Makah words beginning with bs 


bistati (bowy sbus. ; (cow). a : ew a 
\ pabuyak> work) butas* (short hair) A 


. This letter, ¢, & indicates: a » sound completely different, From the the 
_ c in English. It represents the sound that you: get by ira nanctng | x 
~ 1 * ‘and s + together as one: sound, as In cats, boats. © or. r hots, 


, 


i | Here are some Plakah ‘ascds beattining with tnis c: 
a curceuc. (scratching) = cuba cful) 


ERIC a curwit (coho salmon), oh  elikyey _@lderberry) one 


oo 2 aa 7 : ca 7 a ex 
: , . 


This. letter, lt ed ized c, i 

yee é, Is called a slottal Zz “once ‘amin t Is like ~ 
-\ t and $ pronounced together, but ¢ has a simultaneous. catch in the 
bsp ‘a slottal stop which fs released right after the c, giving o 


-érthu? 


F dolphin 


_# 


‘Here are some “Hakah words to craeties the ¢ with ai 
—— Cakwa-2ak Cone). 2 - bibicibt (mouse) 
{  Cakwa-sub onthe) Geet K - (wagon) 


The wedge c, €, stands for a completely different sound than 
either cor c. This letter is. equivalent to ch in English and repre- 


sents “the first. sound in the ‘words chowder, child or chat. 


_ 


yt 


* : Here are some practice words oo wey me ae 
“{:. €abds (sweet) = eit (sawing) 
a Cibued thal but hook) taba-cpa. (right side) . 
: : : - : 6 : ot 7 , : 
ERIC wai , 4d : 


og | : . 
This. is a glottalized wedge c: é. once’ again we have the English 


ch’ sound but glottal ized, thot: is, pronounced with the extra emphasis a 
' of a released glottal ‘stop. | 


~ 


rare ; 


a cil ail : 


Ai. : mat 


}Nteves vant 


a 


Aa NL 


1 | M i oe 
Ml oo l Mit Nh Ih af MW ih Wh 
J Sy i via m 1 d ty , i) i F ii) “l “Mil i 2 - 


we iii h a | [ 


These are Makah words bestming with e ic ee | 
se ‘ta (digging clams): - éapac (canoe) 3 ee 
, Barak (water) | | Cie (butter clon). 6 


@ ie Ts, 2° . { 28 
ERIC, i ee 2 Te 


Mokah practice words: 7 ve ee 
a dudusk (singing) a a dl-ya | “(Neah Bay) 


doko (sun/moon) 2 . dee \(short)- 7 - 


ERIC 


| “This letter: ‘indicates a sound very similar to the ho in the. - 
_ Enslish ‘Alphabet as heard in the. words he, here and hats. .. 


aoe z 


: _ fecol aR < 


g 


~ Makan words to practice swith : i ee 
“huktu-p (bird) ae areic (running) 


4 This. k symb6} Izes the: k sound Like in the Enaltsh words + keep, , 


kelp and ae - é 


: 


~ Kalarkolt * “(ankle ~ Kita “thorse) aa 
ke wie vik thier ere , kaca- yak  ditele snake) 
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This 1s G- -glotta Sie ke ke It has he ; ‘sone k sound as ; before, - ~ ae 
but with the iota ‘) 


© 


he ' : ‘ rc ae : 
ete . : "4 soe : : Spt eat pad: 
eee | La eae ae eae 
va e3 ett Phe es 
sp e Meas SNe 7 A eee oo EO me tigen ee 
Se ee seu tion 4 : ae ’ 


- 
bd x 


Bake ae : 
Sty vty : : uyol 
. ‘ Sf ee perry Ts ‘ 
“. te Aes rote . oe eel - _ eg 
pa to oN : ae : y # LE ada as ee at 
2 >. tee be Fea Be tae 
x 
. 
a 


Here are sone » Hakah words beginning with i = can. 
—katuk (whale or sek oll ns Kuy ak “fish 0 hook) ey | . 
fabled (ring) Keak ashamed) 


ERIC - oe - = od 6 


explosive effect mientfoned earlier. 28 ue go 


| “The Founded: k, ge is. simply a i sound, as. in: English, ‘only made 
“with the Ups roinded, much like. the: au in quick. gh 


Here are some Makal eed beginning with KY: 
_kYa-?ap__-tbending a He = : , ota “(quarter-258) 
Wadis | (wild onion)” ou - KM uk hacking 1 up » 


2 eoohasla. | 


oe 


erm qw eam Gz az a» oo 
a a ae 
fu’ A 
ee 


rf 4 . oe : : : 
es ee 3 : . 7s ca ee : . : 


¢ ur a | 


At, 


Pd 
—_ 
- sa 
ww | 


" K } +1 ke | 


- “humm ee 


fe Heer the qu with the = posts vate saying * ? 
“o-Elb (poor boy) 


KM isi ~ (snow) i 
Rake raght “gorvotce) fares Gills) 
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“This letter io Jike the 1 ¢ of the English alphabet, represents: | 


- the first sound of the words Long, let and 4 Leap: yet 


‘fs 
' 


1 i 
. 4 r 
et : ° . é 
a as . fi : : ¢ 2 
- t i we 
‘ a fie ' 
+ s : 
4 . 
Ie : 
; 


“Here are sone Hakah words bestining with 1 eee es is 
taka: yak (tongue). ‘akEuk Aight) i ae 
- hokéa- lo-ke _Gightningy | os Mb itu sae): wo, 
ENG aa ee we Tae eae he oe nee ss a. 


; 
This is ‘9 barred (sz, The sound. tis, fetter: Fepresents.c can be 


fii ee é 


. ‘nade by pronouncing $s whi le holding your ‘tongue ‘as the position for”. 
oF saying on, be ee : 


‘Here ¢ are sone Haka words: besinning with 4 aoe cae eo cyte 
- Hettub (rug) Kae ne dura “ (board). ae 
fatokit (chewing sn) Aol ke “Gomera 

: 20° 
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This. {s a barred lambda: x. It expresses a sound Iike t and 1 
pronounced tosether as If ‘they were one sound. Tf the word “clean’ 
— started ibe a it, , to sive “tleon”, “the i 1 would be Like a ‘Nokah zx 


ae 


Pa : i 2 _ 
: a m : - 7 F Pa e x P ‘ 
a ei - f ‘eas wt bey ° | "s : F 7 : a 
por gee EN Pas ; 2. b- *, i 
:. cess ps : of] . ‘ 2 og . 
a . .4a . eh % 2 . ; ; . . 
og ; i Pa ; , 
- ‘! — ey es fi Pa ‘ ae 2 . 
: : ms ns : “ 7 : . . , Fi : ‘ ‘ i Py 
; : pos ; ” : . P ke 
\ 


- Practice these words beginning ‘with k's $ Ea | oo 
ag _AdSkatuk (stiff) s 7 . 7 - Anta waak was ; getter oe ; 


| This. is o ‘glottolized borred tonbda: ne agin we have the 
‘lotta. section during articulation, giving the tl sound a popped 
. ‘effect. ; : ae rae Pa , ° 


oo 


~ Here are some Hakan practice words with ae i? gg tedaw” Be 8 Beg 
7 a (root) ae cia hard -Cbarnacte) ae 


ERIC. 


ww ne a ee RMB ~*~ ~ =m ~<A 


v 


7 ‘alphabet, for exanple the | m tn moose and in ; oien. 1 This Is a very, 


rare sound In Makah. eee ee 


g = 


ia eh 


-grizz ly y bear ete 


. 


The. letter ip stands for the. same sc re both English ond SS 
Moke, It too i e rare sound in the Ma oh longuose, but here is on ae 
" one exawwle: nornt Garizzty bear) | yg ee 


Sid letter p ry as in the English alphabet, venseents the sound 


_‘hear tn the words: pot, pet and Pe 
~ ae 


P 
Saigy veep eileen ge 


* Herelare’ some. Makh a bestinning with D: : 
(inner cedar bark). pisatuk 
2 Oe pu uit: 1 


(moving) 
(small crob) 


py (gun) vf | 


picup. . 


f 
HW 


. ee 


vs * y | 
| This letter isa glottalized ps p- At has the. same P gourd as. 
as before but again with the added! emphasis, of glottal (zation. 


é 4 


ot 4 
- Makah practice words ; a _ 
\ papres (cranberry) , peca-bis (foon) Pi 
‘purup (moss) | pitukur - (soft cloth). — 


ENC. FE a, Gade Oo eae 


“The letter q reer a “sound which is simi lc lar ‘6 a k but. 16. 
- pronounced farther back, inthe throat, more Tike the ‘sound of ¢ ‘ine 
gar and the 6-9 souaht rece sae 


a 
z 


“Here. are’ ‘some Makah words: for practic eo ee 
gota (hard or tough) - fe ggspa | deft side) a 
nae (nettle) | aoe peak Gln. needle) ee 8 


‘The glottal ized a a isa 4 made with the. extra, erpnasis.0 of = 
- Rottattzation. oe ee ee 


“Here are some words besinning with g q: a vibes . ae : ~ : 
4 2 aE Aeyedr pi) a - quey + medicine) 
AE it (feather) eo _ Setuk Aeryne) Ea 
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- This letter, the rounded q: g is. made. the same as the q except 
| _ that’ it is oa with rounded lips, siinilar to the Enolish u in 


Ie 
(It. 
ie 


phdae- 


“Here. are > practice « words Mith- a i a Se 
: : qi- rigs Cinta). oe “qacet attractive). 
igor ato-yod Gourds good) gritsac _ pe) 


E ERIC Se ee ela oe ee : se ae 


. “The rounded slottol ized CF o As a ag mode with rounded ups: ond 
@ slottol Pop. oe 


|The § stands for the some sound in Makeh and English. © 


¢ s ata 


area 


x, Msg 
“se " rans i 


r it = i 


By Ts 
fa, vi st 


~—<susuk swimming 


«2 


(i 


. “Practice thes 2 words which contain &: ; ~" ee oe 
; ‘saba-s. | (shark) oS oa come “susuthik “shaking fi hands) 
oda vk “cecking) ae atk “ka “Gsotting) : a 


The wedges, 3, Fepresents Qa. sound Vike shin English, Examples 
= are the shin shod and sy. ae as — 


“Were ore e Makan practice words with Ee vi Rem Bite Ds yc 2 
‘ oe -fubos (tree) | an : Buk ‘ome phere!) 
Hates “wad “Gress) : ce oe _“Batac aqa ro harp) 


E ERIC 


the symbol t stands for the same sound i Maka os In English. 
it is the, ‘sound us tl In tall and tickle. fe : : 


“Practice words: Ee a oo L a | 
_-takya-y: “(oldest brother) . oe 3 tibet . “Gohunk, cabbage) 
= tage (squeeze) — ocea) 


ERIC” 


ay The. glottal te L is: a t with the. added, emphasis of a’ iglettat : 
stop ond'release. A a ue 


- practice words: yooes soe Peete abe 7 ett cle i el ane 


a titer vet ] ao o ~~ Rukupéas rabbit) 
toga Gstretaht) oo tokYas (ills) 


ERIC. 


thew in Maken is sinitar: to the w in inahisn, tt stands for 
. the. First sound In the words ‘iid and water. a ue | 


“Here are some words beginning. with Ws Se a TA 
wadiS skirt) 7. wikwi-va-k | boy) 
a aul (bald) s oe  widis dirty. bad) 


The symbol x in Makah stands for a. sound like an: h fn Eng} sh b but 
Is made with the tongue ralsed in the middie, _ 


muta “(bucket Ere ~ odawise “Girt ” ae ea 


a (taking. a sériokd _ wipaxbis ~ uisence) ee 


ERIC: 


The rounded x,/x", Is an x sound made wi i ed lips. . 


AP Practice words : eee ! 
—_XTOKSIX (swell wp) = was ai 
- Gatx“ak curled we o eS “isound) 


“the wedge | x, & stands for a sound like the x only made even 7 / * 
farther back " ‘the throat. ; — aoe ‘ : / 7 


4 : ; gee? ae 


“Practice words : Tes wn ad sua Cm 


Keratopix, (steamer clan) . lok for) 
tae Ales turing) epee Yoke bis oo 


ENC 


a ‘The uunded wedge x, x “y| is. made tke the wedge x but with the 
ips rounded rhe. | | 


a - - , XO, C ch: ) é | ie 


\ 


“selina bs ane | we 
Ee wi-gsirivadl? (sounds windy) \ a 


y 


The y in Makah stands for the same sound as the y in the English 
words yellow and year. | | : 


SS 


ta Bo 
po ee 


F Here are Hakah practice words with y in them et, 
CO yuci-tit: (narrow) a — -yuyubok (wrong) 
—'yuey morning) == Yuextop (floating), 


0 - : : a ne we a ee . ws 
ERIC). ts, ee AQ! es, 


Lankle | | 
_ ashamed 


"backing up 
ovbad or 


basket | 


a coh ae 


bald 


bark, inner cedar 
. | Ripsi: Rae a 
- opikus?u | 


barnacle be 


-". bear, : grizzly - 


“bending “over ~ 


bird’. | 
‘black 


- bone 
_ bow eer ees 


/ o 


blanket, 
board. 


* bow: (canoe) ° 7 


boy, poor 
--, brother;. oldest - 


boy 


. bucket — 


canoe 


chewing gum 


chicken ° 


‘clam, :butter 
‘clam, steamer 


child. 


- cloth,-soft a 
. come.here. 


_ cooking 
, COW 
. " crab,’ small ee 
eae 


\ : : 
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" Bnglish-Makah Word List ~~. | 


*. qvacat | 

“kWae2uk. 

_widis. 
witaat 


Picup - 


na* ni. 


kwa*?ap 
. 240 2ickw, 
-huktusp 
“-tupkuk 
hitied ~ 
tu?at. 
KaSatbis 7, 


bistati 
hitakvad 


wikwitya’k 
-Kwartib — 


takyary. 


xutac 

@apac, 

— tattarkit. 
“Vahacha » 
ya’ daqak 

Bic : 

. Xa? atapix 

pitukut . 


su?uk . 


siqi* da* Ke 
- bu sbues” 


pu'kxuet 


“pap? es - 


*. kgtatkali ee 

‘ OO  Ra%ak 

- ‘attractive /— a 
curled u up Se 


Bg, 


fat, blubbe 7 
* feather | 


ae gills 


fee: 


a 


“crow, 


ota 


érying - 


digging. clams 


“dirty 


dog. 
dress. eee 
da ripping 
dolphin i 
eagle ee 


ear. 
eating 


elderberry . 
eye ef oo) 
eyebrow 
far. 


fire « 
floating 
fly Cinsect) 
‘Loam 


full.” 

‘generous. — 
© girls / 
good . 


s 


Co ia“ 


. gun’ ae 
hain short 


halibut 
hand» 


2 Sigirason 
oqatxwak 


give 
- Rabat's 
@itie?ict: 
Padatke 6% . 
yu*xtap™ es 
batckwatd 
‘pacatbis 


Oe ae KO 
recone 
drink, taking. #.j2/ wutagsih.. 
Co eagtak: 
_ > Citar? 

_ t Vakwati* a. 
ee tree 
 ha?uk 
.cikyey 
-qali?i 


ta sa “aura ae 
” Xwae ckatix ete 


Fe 6 ta. 
_ Midis. 


ie 


didi? 


° 


 warqit 


cuba. . Se os 
- tatyick. Se fs ae 
takas ae 

yo xadawS& 


xutu 


dvabaqak 


pus yak/* 


- Suryus oo 
| lutapi © 


buta’* s 


a 


ot 


hard, tough — cet 


-  qata ; 


eee 


“heart —  Baper?i "pipe | “.qviSsac 
“hiding r “Vapta.- | porpoise. | Rake agi 
-hill > ¥vakas . _. quarter (25. cents) Kwa: ta” 
hook, fish. | _Kuyak rabbit | weeny, 
‘hook, : halibut tiburd | Ze orate _eibidibi | 
horse “kiwta* 1, ‘kibtatl Taven- Se kuskSus a 
house Be ba?as oo wight side - S euvasene 
hummingbird : itd Rats ‘ring. - - “RaKas ‘bakdukub. 
in-law. . -Jq¥it?igs Toad | : ee 
killer whale kawad - root. -Rupat 
Koitlah Point wa Ra "rotten: ~ vita: Kk: 
‘lamb °. a - libistu ar round ¥ ~caxWapt 
lecturing |‘ XaXapkt- Pug i” 3 ticitub 
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